
 

 
Copyright © 2015 by Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University; and Boston Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved.  
 
The activities reported in this publication were supported by federal funding. Publication of these activities shall not imply approval or acceptance by the U.S. 
Department of Education of the findings, conclusions, or recommendations herein. Gallaudet University is an equal opportunity employer/educational institution, 
and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, hearing status, disability, covered veteran status, marital status, personal 
appearance, sexual orientation, family responsibilities, matriculation, political affiliation, source of income, place of business or residence, pregnancy, childbirth, or 
any other unlawful basis.  

 
Setting Language in Motion: Family Supports and Early 
Intervention for Babies Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

Language Development Tips
 
The following is a summary of the key areas on 
which Module 6 is focused 
 
Language Development Strategies 
 

• Use language that is meaningful to the 
child. 

• Repeat this language often. 
 

• Use language to describe daily routines. 
 

• Involve all caregivers in the child’s life. 
 

• Use picture books, photo albums, and/or 
experience books. 
 

• Practice age-appropriate skills such as 
counting, ABC’s, colors, and shapes. 
 

• Add gestures, pictures, signs, and hands-
on experiences. 

 
Monitor Progress and Adapt the Approach as 
Needed 
 

• Be an excellent observer and monitor 
comprehension. 

• Assess how effectively these techniques 
are working. 
 

• Conduct regular formal assessment with 
the child’s educational team. 

  
Tips for a Child Who has Access to Sound 

• Encourage vocal play and babbling. 
 

• Encourage the exploration of sounds. 
 

• Take a ‘sound tour’ around the home or 
neighborhood. 
 

• Make a sound experience book. 
 

• Help the child learn to monitor his or her 
own loudness level. 

 

• Identify and label sounds in the 
environment. 

 
Tips for a Child Who has Access to Visual 
Language 
 

• Encourage the visual exploration of the 
child’s world. 
 

• Take a ‘visual tour’ of the home or 
neighborhood. 
 

• Encourage sign play and sign babbling. 
 

• Encourage labeling the objects in the 
child’s environment. 
 

• Encourage imitation and expansion of sign 
expression. 
 

• Make a sign experience book. 
 
For Additional Resources 
 
Please refer to the Module 6 video for more tips 
and information as well as for additional resources. 
Also, visit our websites at 
www.bostonchildrenshospital.org/dhhp and 
http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu. 
 

 
MODULE S IX  
Promot ing  Commun ica t ion  
in  the  Home 
 
D e n i s e  F o u r n i e r  E n g ,  M A ,  C C C - S L P  
B o s t o n  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p i t a l  
D e a f  a n d  H a r d  o f  H e a r i n g  P r o g r a m   
 

(s) 

 


